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ASSOCIATION CANADIENNE DES ENSEIGNANTES ET DES ENSEIGNANTS RETRAITÉS
CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED TEACHERS

October 20, 2026

The Right Honourable Mark Carney
Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0A2

Re:  Protection of Old Age Security for Seniors

Dear Right Honourable Prime Minister Carney:

L'Association canadienne des enseignantes et enseignants retraités – Canadian Association of Retired Teachers (ACER-CART) is a bilingual organization comprised of eleven member organizations across Canada with a total membership of 95,353 members.

At the June 9-10, 2026 Annual General Meeting in Vancouver the following resolution was passed unanimously:

BE IT RESOLVED that ACER-CART develop a response, directed to the federal political parties of Canada, resisting “Operation Squeeze” attempts to reduce federal Old Age Security (OAS) benefits.

“Operation Squeeze” was founded in 2012 by Dr. Paul Kershaw, a policy professor at the University of British Columbia School of Population and Health.  This movement believes that there is a generational unfairness embedded of various systems and ways of doing things in Canada.  It believes that the symptoms of this broken generational system identified by the younger generation of Canadians as being “squeezed” for money, time and services.

ACER-CART takes strong exception to Dr. Kershaw’s claim that the federal government spends too much money on older Canadians through OAS payments.  His false argument states that OAS is “subsidizing affluence” – essentially paying benefits for a group of seniors who do not need them.  ACER-CART vehemently disagrees with Dr. Kershaw’s argument which misrepresents what life is actually like for older Canadians and shows a lack of respect for their dignity.


For many older Canadians OAS is not extra money – it is essential.  Getting older comes with significant costs and late-in-life financial challenges – prescription medications, special dietary needs, mobility devices and in some cases home care.  Reducing or eliminating OAS benefits would make it impossible for many seniors to live safely, independently and with dignity in their own homes and communities for as long as possible.

Today’s seniors have paid taxes their entire working lives and are now receiving benefits which they have earned or deferred from wages.  “Operation Squeeze” arguments are stoking intergenerational resentment by pitting Gen X, Millenials and Gen Z members against seniors as though their future can only be secure by weakening the retirement supports and health care needs of seniors who came before them.

The debate on OAS benefits should not be built on the premise that seniors are making too much, living too long or standing in the way of younger Canadians.  Undermining OAS, weakening public retirement benefits and treating seniors’ modest supports as a source of Canada’s affordability crisis will not build a secure future for the next generation – it will simply make insecurity permanent and hurt them in the long run.

The conversation needs to focus on respect and fairness, not blame and division.  Ultimately the OAS debate comes down to Canadian values.  Supporting older adults is not charity, it is recognizing their lifelong contributions and maintains society’s commitment to social responsibility.  ACER-CART firmly believes that Old Age Security benefits are not a luxury and the fund is a fundamental part of Canada’s social contract with its citizens.

Sincerely,



Lawrence Hrycan
President, ACER-CART

cc.  Pierre Poilievre, Leader of the Official Opposition and Leader of the Conservative
	   Party of Canada
         Yves-Francois Blanchet, Leader of the Bloc Quebecoi
         Avi Lewis, Leader of the New Democratic Party
        Stephanie McLean, Secretary of State for Seniors
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